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The big question: Where’s the money? 
 

Q: Are there grants for starting businesses?  
A: We've all heard that there are millions of dollars in free government business grants for people in 
business. Well, where is it?? Is it a fairy tale? Almost! The government really doesn't offer grants for 
starting a business, but they do offer loan programs. Here is a quote from the SBA, Small Business 
Administration on government grants for business:  
 

"The U.S. Small Business Administration does not offer grants to start or expand small 
businesses, although it does offer a wide variety of loan programs. (See 
http://www.sba.gov/financing/indexloans.html for more information) While SBA does 
offer some grant programs, these are generally designed to expand and enhance 
organizations that provide small business management, technical, or financial 
assistance. These grants generally support non-profit organizations, intermediary 
lending institutions, and state and local governments."  

 
Read that again! Especially, that first line.  

 

Q: Does SBA have grants for businesses?  
A: No. The SBA does not provide start-up grants or other grants to individuals or businesses. See Federal 
grant opportunities at the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) http://www.cfda.gov and 
Grants.gov http://www.grants.gov -- these are two sites created by the federal government to provide 
transparency and information on grants. Browse through the listings and see if you can find any grant 
that would support a for-profit venture.  
 
The SBA does have a grant program available to private, non-profit organizations to run women's 
business centers. These centers provide business training, counseling and other assistance to women 
business owners and women who want to start businesses. Visit the site frequently for the latest 
Program Announcements.  

 
Trusted Resources 

 
US Small Business Administration 
http://www.sba.gov 
 
SBA Programs  
http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/onlinewbc/index.html  
 
SBA FAQs for Women’s Business Ownership  
http://web.sba.gov/faqs/faqIndexAll.cfm?areaid=11 
  
Oregon Small Business Development Network  
http://bizcenter.org  
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Other Business Resources 
(Goddess of Grants does not guarantee reliability. Google “grants for business” and see what’s new!) 

Business USA 
http://business.usa.gov 
 
America's Small Business Development Center Network  
www.asbdc-us.org  
 
USDA Rural Development 
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/Business.html 
 
Oregon Department of Agriculture Grants and Business Resources 
http://oregon.gov/ODA/grants.shtml 
 
State development agencies offer small business grants:  
http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blstategrants.htm 
  
Small business resources for you which relate to grants and loans for women:  
http://www.digital-women.com/women-grants.html 
  
SBA Office of Women's Business Ownership Entrepreneurial Development  
http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/womeninbusiness/ 
 
Grants for Women 
http://www.grantsforwomen.org/ 
 
Money for Small Businesses (No grants, but plenty of free help)  
http://usgovinfo.about.com/library/weekly/blsba.htm 
  
Business Week Article: The Myth of Free Government Money  
http://www.businessweek.com/smallbiz/0001/sa000111.htm 
  
Small Business News on CNN.com  
http://money.cnn.com/smallbusiness/ 

 

 

www.goddessofgrants.com 
lori@goddessofgrants.com 

541-514-3004 

Need more grant giggles? See: http://goddessofgrants.stripgenerator.com/gallery 
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